
 
2019 Teton Science School Trip 

SJBMS Visit #14 
  
 
What is the Teton Science School? 
Teton Science Schools (located just outside Jackson, WY) has offered quality educational            
programming in Grand Teton National Park since 1967, utilizing the wild lands of Yellowstone National               
Park, Bridger-Teton National Forest and the National Elk Refuge. Teton Science Schools’ model for              
experiential learning fosters hands-on/minds-on learning in the outdoors. 
 
Go to www.tetonscience.org for more information on the organization. 
 
When is the trip? 
We will leave SJBMS at 6:30 am on Sunday, September 15 and return back home around 8:00 pm on                   
Wednesday, September 18. 
 
What will we do? 
We will take easy to moderate hikes each day that will bring us into areas where we can do hands-on                    
learning about the plants, animals, and geology of the area. We are going at the perfect time of year                   
and will be “in the field” for 7 – 8 hours a day. The whole SJBMS group will be split into field groups of                        
10-12 kids along that are supervised by at least one of TSS instructor and one of our own chaperones.                   
Teamwork and community building will be stressed during our visit as well. 
  
**Even if you have been to this area on vacation, this experience will be very different. Aside from an                   
enjoyable experience that will bring students closer to their classmates, students will leave with a               
different, more in depth view of the natural world around them. 
  
Who can have this wonderful experience? 
All 8th graders are eligible to go on this trip as long as they have displayed the maturity to handle a trip 
of this type.  Students attending must also be able to handle the workload of missing three days of 
school.  The opinions of the administration and teachers, along with when applications are turned in, 
will be used in determining which students can attend.  We are scheduled to bring about 70 students 
this year.  There will be two faculty chaperones and three to four parents making the trip as well. 
  
How much will the trip cost? 
The price of the trip depends on the number of students attending.  The cost of food on the bus and the 
Teton Science School fees are set amounts per student, but the cost of transportation will be split up 
evenly between students.  The more students that go, the less the trip costs.   The cost may be 
approximately $450, but we will let you know once everyone is registered. 
  



The cost of the trip includes transportation on a school bus, all equipment used at the school, lodging 
on the campus, some snacks on the bus, and Subway dinner on the way home.  The only reason 
students will need money is to buy souvenirs if desired.  
  
Students will need a good pair of shoes for hiking and, depending on weather, may need to bring a pair 
of snow boots that they could hike around in.  In the past, families that didn’t want to purchase new 
footwear borrowed from a friend or family member who wasn’t going.  A complete and detailed supply 
list from TSS will be provided. 
 
How and when do I sign up?  
A signup form  via Google Forms will be shared with you.  We cap the number of students at 70, but will 
have a waiting list in case spots open up after the signup period.  A more detailed packet with a packing 
list, lodging information, and medical forms will be distributed to registered participants. An 
informational meeting about the trip will be hosted for participants and their parents at SJBMS after sign 
ups are complete.  
 
Special items to note! 
Students attending this trip will be required to sign an agreement of conduct while on this trip.  This 
conduct includes following the rules set forth by the TSS and SJBMS.  Participants will not be 
allowed to have any electronic devices (cell phone, IPod, game system) with them on the 
campus.  These items can be used on the bus, but will be turned in to the chaperones upon arrival to 
the TSS for safekeeping.  The electronics will be passed back out for the bus ride home.  They will 
also not be allowed to keep any food with them in the dorms (food can be brought on the bus 
and will be stored along with the electronics).  Students who choose not to follow the conduct 
agreement will be dismissed from the trip and their parents will be required to bring them home from the 
TSS early.  Students will also be required to participate in the clean up of the cafeteria after each meal 
and their dorm rooms/bathroom before departing for home. 
  
Please watch a picture slide show of our past two trips to TSS. 
Go to https://tetonscience.smugmug.com/Field-Education. Find the past SJBMS visits in September 
2015 and previous years! 
  
The families whose students are attending will need to fill our medical and 
liability contracts with the TSS.  There will also be an informational meeting 
for those families. 
  
  
If you have any questions that cannot wait until the informational meeting, please feel free to send me 
an email at juliaswick@skaggscatholiccenter.org.  
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